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ABSTRACT

In this study, we estimated the penetration rate and number of
worldwide Internet users until 2025. Gompertz curves were adopted for the
Internet penetration rate, whose parameters were determined based on the
chronological changes in 68 countries/regions where Internet penetration
rates have reached more than 50% by 2010. We then projected the number
of worldwide Internet users until 2025, covering 201 countries/regions. It
was estimated that the number of worldwide Internet users would increase
to 4.7 billion by 2025, i.e. 24 times as much as the current level, 56% of which
would be in countries in Asia and Oceania. The overall Internet penetration
rate in the world would increase to 57%. Using these results and the average
number of PCs owned per Internet user, it was estimated that the worldwide
installed base of PCs would reach 2.8-3.7 billion, and the average number of
PCs owned per Internet user would be 0.61-0.80 in 2025. Based on the
estimation in this study, mid-term and long-term forecasts of power and
resource consumption of PCs can be inferred, enabling assessment of the
effectiveness of polices targeting energy conservation and recycling
technology for IT equipment.
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